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¢ Caribbean Advanced Proficiency Examinations (CAPE) are designed to provide certification of

the academic, vocarional and technical achievement of students in the Caribbean, who having
completed a minimum of five years of secondary educadon, wish to further their studies. The
examinations address the skills and knowledge acquired by students under a flexible and articulated
system where subjects are organized in 1-Unir or 2-Unit courses with each Unit containing three Modules.

Subjects examined under CAPE may be studied concurrently or singly, or may be combined with subjects
examined by other examination boards or institutions.

A CAPE diploma will be awarded for the satsfactory completion of a programme of at least six Units,
including Caribbean Studies.
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Communication Studies Syllabus

+ RATIONALE

Th:: ahility to communicate thoughts, emotions, ideas and artitudes is a critical factor in our
management of the physical and social environmen:. Communication Studies provides students
with the opportunity to respond creatively to the implied challenges, through the development of their
communicative awarencss and abilities.

The fact that communication is a complex set of processes to which language is central, informs this
programme of study. The placing of language in this contexremphasizes the nature of language as a
unigue marker of personal, cultural and national identity, as well as of social and political relationships.
Language as a tool of international communicatian is also highlichred.

The syllabus integrates;, snhamces; deepens and broadens language skills and awareness already developed in the
CSEC English A curriculum. It focuses specifically on the development of advanced competericies m Standard
English and at the same time, attempts to develop an appreciation of the linguistic diversity of the Caribbean and
the tmplications of this diversity for social, cultural and economic transactions. The Caribbean region comprises
the small islomd seates and mamland territories, the Greater and Lesser Antilles; and all the other slands in the
Caribbean Sea (including the Turks and Caicos Islands, the Bahamas, the Cayman Islands, slands of the
Francophone Caribbean and the tslands of the Netherlands Antilles). It mcludes also, Belize, Surmame, Guyana
and Coyenne.

The syllabus emphasises the wider framework of communication principles, systems and processes within
which language use has conteit, achieves coherence, and is enhanced. The role of réchnology in the
enhancement or rerardation of communicartion is also considered impoartanir.

In summary, a teaching programmie based on this syllabus muse be characrerized by the following:

L consideration of all aspects of communication: linguistic and non-linguistic, so that the dynamics of
any communicative act can be clarified;

1. provision of opportunities for students to be exposed to the dynamic range of communicative
experience, and to appreciate how languagé functions as an instrument of educational, social,
personal and vocational development. Particularly, it must provide opportunities for students to
explore, in theory and practice, the use of register, code and style in relevant social contexts;

3. commitment to helping students understand the relationship between language, sociery and idensicy
and to dévelop an awareness of its variery and diversity;

4. consideration of the impact of technolegical advances on communication, and the implications of
this impact for language and sociery;

R | cxcazunos |




¢

5. the facilitation and enhancement of students' ability to gather and process information using
variety of modes and strategies;

6.  the facilitation and enhancement of the students’ pun critical, creative and aesthetic responses to, ¢
production of, language.

AIMS

This syllabus afms to:

I develop an understandimg of the nature of language and its vanious functions m social, aesthetic, work-re
and other contexts;

i develop an appreciation of speech and writing as mental and social pracesses;

3. enable students to use language registers accurately, appropriately and effectively in a range of comu
specified at 2;

4. provide an undersiandig of the use of technology and its impact on communication;
5. develop an appreciation of the wole of language m shapimg Canbbean cultural idennity;
6. develop an appreciation of communication as a complex process within a wide range of discourse conte

7. encourage students to use communication strategies appropriate to specific discowrse contexts.

SKILLS AND ABILITIES TO BE ASSESSED

The skills that students are expected to have developed on completion of the syllabus have been group
three main headings:

(1) Comprehension;
(ii) Language Awareness and Usé;
{iii) Expression.

Comprehension

The ability to understand and respond appropriately to written, oral and visual cormmunication from «
Sourees,

-

Language Awareness and Use

The ability to understand and discuss the features and various roles of language in general and
languages in particular and to apply them appropriately in different communication contexts.
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ssion

The ability to speak and write English with precision, clarity and fluency.

PRE-REQUISITES OF THE SYLLABUS

Any person with the ability to express personal opinions and factual information clearly, demonstrating logical
sequencmg and appropriate English registers up to the level indicated by Canbbean Secondary Education
Certificate (CSEC) English A General Proficiency syllabus or the equivalent.

STRUCTURE OF THE SYLLABUS

This syllabus requires 150 hours. [t consists of three Modules, each requiring 50 hours, While the Modules are
presented m a linear manner, it must be emphasised that any Module may be studied first, and aspects of Modules
miry be studied concurrently, constrained only by the capacity of educational mstitutions and by students’ needs
and interest,

Module | - Gathering and Processing Information
Module 2 - Lamguage und Community
Module 3 - Speakmg and Wrimg

APPROACGHES TO TEACHING THE SYLLABUS

Teachers will fmd it useful to employ an integrated approach to teaching this syllabus. While the syllubus is
divided into Modules, allowing students to see the connections between the various language aveas, it fucilitates
communicative language teaching. For example, speaking and writing require many of the same skills. Therefore,
a lesson on vocabulary would naturally address selection of vocabulary in both speech and wnitmg situations. In
the same way, students should be encouraged to make listenmp-reading connections m order to see that the
comprrehension process skills are similar m both cases. Reading-writing connections must also be emphasied. For
examnple, a lesson on expository writing should also mclude reading of expository pieces to see how technigues work:
In this case, specific objectives 1 and 8 in Module 3 and specific objectives 1 and 8 in Module 2 would be taught

simultaneously.
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