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SECTION A
MODULE 1 - GATHERING AND PROCESSING INFORMATION
1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.
Barbados: The Centre of the English Speaking New World.

George Washington's monumental contribution to the American Revolution, the resultant
Declaration of Independence, the establishment of the Bill of Rights, and his inauguration as the
first President of the United States of America, renders it an inescapable fact that he will always
be remembered in the annals of history as one of the greatest ever Americans. George Washington
is universally recognised as the founding father of the United States of America.

Yet, whereas his heroic exploits and presidential tenure have been extensively chronicled and are
therefore well known, it is not common knowledge that the one and only place that George
Washington ever visited outside America was here, the island of Barbados. This fact in itself may
be somewhat surprising, but what can be really staggering is the discovery of what that visit would
have meant to the young George Washington, and just how much it may have influenced his
future, and by extension that of the United States of America.

In these modern times when the United States of America is widely recognised as being the
world’s leading super-power and Barbados, by comparison, is considered something of a tiny
speck on the surface of the globe, it is very challenging to conceive that 250 years ago this was
not the case at all. Nevertheless, it is a fact that when 19 year old George Washington came to
Barbados in November 1751 from his home on the Potomac River in Virginia, he left behind a
fledgling and relatively undeveloped colony and found himself in a new and exciting, more
advanced world of innovative development and cultural sophistication.

When he sailed into Carlisle Bay and first saw Bridgetown, George Washington would have been
looking upon the biggest city he had seen in his life, much bigger than any city he had seen in
America. In fact, at this time, Bridgetown was the biggest city in the English speaking world
outside of Britain.

The great boom of Barbados” sugar based economy and its favourable geographical position as
the most easterly of the Caribbean islands, combined with the British drive to encourage trade
with and between its colonies, resulted in Bridgetown becoming one of the two most important
shipping and commercial centres in the Northern Atlantic; the other being Boston.

K. Miller, 5. Miller, C. Wilkie,

The Ins and Outs of Barbados,
Miller Publishing, 2001, p. 34.

(a) State the writer's main point in no more than 30 words.

(b) Write an essay, in no more than 500 words, commenting on the strategies and language
techniques used by the wrier. Include in your essay a brief evaluation of the reliability of
the information provided in the passage. [25 marks]
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